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 B AC K G R O U N D  

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Rix’s Creek Mine (RCM) is owned and operated by Bloomfield Collieries Pty Limited, part of The 

Bloomfield Group of companies. RCM consists of Rix’s Creek North (RCN) and Rix’s Creek South 

(RCS)  

Rix’s Creek South Mine is an existing open cut mining operation located about 5 kilometres 

north of the township of Singleton in the Hunter Valley of New South Wales.  RCS operates 

under consent SSD 6300. 

Modification 1 of Development Consent SSD 6300 approves that Rix’s Creek South Mine may 

receive remnant coalaceous material from coal from other Bloomfield owned sites, for 

processing at Rix’s Creek South (RCS). 

1.2 COALACEOUS MATERIAL HAULAGE ACTIVITIES 

 

MOD1 of SSD 6300 Rix’s Creek South approved the transport of remnant coalaceous material 

via road from other Bloomfield owned sites, either the historic Preston Colliery at Curlewis or 

the Bloomfield Colliery at Ashtonfield, for processing at Rix’s Creek South (RCS). 

In accordance with Schedule 2 Condition A9a a total up to 20,000t of coalaceous material can 

be transported from the Bloomfield Colliery site at Ashtonfield NSW to Rix’s Creek South Mine 

to facilitate rehabilitation of the site. 

In accordance with Schedule 2 condition A9b a total of 10,000t of coalaceous material can be 

transported from the historic Preston Colliery site at Curlewis NSW to Rix’s Creek South Mine 

to facilitate rehabilitation of the site when required. 

It is anticipated that a campaign would involve approximately 10 road truck deliveries of coal 

per day to RCS with a campaign running over a 10 to 15 week period. Up to three individual 

campaigns could be required: one for historic Preston Colliery which would occur during 2023 

and up to two campaigns for Bloomfield Colliery as part of mine closure activities.  

The coalaceous material from Curlewis would be delivered by road registered covered trucks 

from the Preston Colliery via McCormack Road, through Curlewis to the Kamilaroi Highway and 

the New England Highway as shown on Figure 1.  

From the Bloomfield Colliery, transport would occur via Four Mile Creek Road, the New 

England Highway, John Renshaw Drive and the Hunter Expressway. Bloomfield Colliery 
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operates under Project Approval 07_0087 which permits coal mining operations to 31 

December 2030.  

All works at RCS including the storage, loading and internal transport of coal will be undertaken 

by existing operations and, due to its relatively low volume, will not require any changes to 

operations.  

The handling and processing of the of remnant coalaceous material will be within the approved 

tonnages for coal and disposal of reject at RCS. The processing of the coal would not affect the 

life of the emplacement areas for coarse reject or tailings and there will not increase in air, 

noise or any other impacts to beyond that previously assessed and approved. 
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Figure 1: Location of the Preston, Bloomfield and Rix’s Creek sites. 
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1.3 OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this Coalaceous Haulage Management Plan are to: 

 Describe the measures that would be implemented to manage potential social, 
environmental and transport impacts resulting from the haulage of remanent 
coalaceous material from the historic Preston Colliery site or the Bloomfield Colliery 
site. 

 Satisfy the requirements of Project Approval SSD 6300. 

1.4 REGULATORY REQUIRMENTS 

This Plan has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 2 Conditions 

B78-80 of SSD 6300 (MOD 1) to manage the haulage of remnant coalaceous material by road 

from either the historic Preston Colliery at Curlewis or the Bloomfield Colliery at Ashtonfield 

for processing at Rix’s Creek South. 

Incident reporting, independent auditing, annual reporting, provision of information and 

management plan requirements as required under SSD 6300 will be undertaken in accordance 

with the approved Environmental Management Strategy for Rix’s Creek Mine. 

 Development Consent 

Project Approval SSD 6300 conditions provide detail of the matters which should be included 
in this document. These matters are set out in Table 1, together with the notation of the 
section of this document in which each matter is addressed. 
 
Table 1: Project Approval Requirements- Coalaceous Material Haulage 

Condition Condition Requirement 
Section 
Addressed 

Schedule 2 
Condition A9a 
 

A maximum of 10,000 tonnes of residual coalaceous material 
may be transferred from the Preston Colliery by road for 
processing, stockpiling and transportation as described in MR 
(MOD 1). 

Section 1.2 

Schedule 2 
Condition A9b 
 

A maximum of 20,000 tonnes of residual coalaceous material 
may be transferred from the Bloomfield Colliery by road for 
processing, stockpiling and transportation as described in MR 
(MOD 1). 

Section 1.2 

Schedule 2, 
Condition B78 

The Applicant must prepare a Coalaceous Material Haulage 
Management Plan for the development to the satisfaction of 
the Planning Secretary. This plan must:  
 

This Document 

(a) be prepared in consultation with TfNSW and Council;  
 

Section 1.5 and 
Appendix 1 

(b) include details of all transport routes and traffic types to 
be used for the transport of coalaceous material as detailed 
in MR (MOD 1);  

Section 2.1.1 & 
Section 2.1.2. 
Section 2.2.2 
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(c) include details of the measures to be implemented to 
minimise traffic safety issues and disruption to local road 
users, including:  
(i) temporary traffic controls, including detours and signage 
(where relevant);  

(ii) notifying the local community about development-related 
traffic impacts;  

(iii) minimising potential for conflict with school buses and 
stock movements; and  

 

(iv) access arrangements; and  
 

(i) Not 
Applicable (not 
relevant) 
 
 
(ii) Section 1.6 
 
(iii) Section 
2.1.1, Section 
2.1.2. and 
Section 2.2.1 
 
(iv) Section 
2.1.3,  3 & 4. 

(d) include a Drivers’ Code of Conduct that requires drivers 
to:  
(i) adhere to posted speed limits or other required travelling 
speeds;  
(ii) adhere to the designated transport routes; and  
(iii) implement safe driving practices.  
 

Sections 3 & 4 & 
Appendix 3. 

Schedule 2, 
Condition B79 

The Applicant must not commence transport of coalaceous 
material described in MR (MOD 1) until the Coalaceous 
Material Haulage Management Plan is approved by the 
Planning Secretary.  
 

Section 2.2.1 

Schedule 2, 
Condition B80 

The Applicant must implement the Coalaceous Material 
Haulage Management Plan as approved by the Planning 
Secretary.  
 

Section 2.2.1 

 

 Environmental Protection Licence 

 
Rix’s Creek Mine operates under Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) 3391, issued under 

the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act).  

On 8 October 2020 The Bloomfield Group received clarification from NSW EPA that the coal 

from the former Preston Colliery site at Curlewis “can be accepted by a colliery or mine in the 

Hunter Valley as a raw coal product, as the material is consistent with mined coal.” A copy of 

the clarification from EPA is included in Appendix 4. 

Under EPL 3391 Rix’s Creek South is approved to receive raw coal for processing. 
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1.5 REGULATORY AUTHORITY CONSULTATION 

 

In accordance with Schedule 2 Condition B 78 (a) of SSD 6300 Rix’s Creek South, Consultation 
was sought with Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW) and Singleton Shire Council (SSC).  
 

 Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW) 

 
TfNSW were provided with an opportunity to consult on 1 September 2021 via the NSW 
Major Project Portal for a period of over 5 weeks. 
 
The following comments were provided by TfNSW on 16/9/2021; 
 
“The report is very comprehensive and provides great insight into the project. A few comments 

for consideration: 

• The loads should be staggered to avoid queuing at intersections, in particular 
through Curlewis and Quirindi. 

• The intersection in Curlewis at Railway and Goran Streets appears to be 
uncontrolled and extra care should be taken at this location. 

• The John Renshaw Drive/M15 option for the Bloomfield site is preferred over the 
New England Highway.” 

 

Table 2:  TfNSW comments received through consultation 

Agency Consultation Comment 
Section 
Addressed 

Transport for 
NSW 

 The loads should be staggered to avoid queuing at 
intersections, in particular through Curlewis and 
Quirindi. 

3.1, 3.7 

 The intersection in Curlewis at Railway and Goran 
Streets appears to be uncontrolled and extra care 
should be taken at this location. 

2.1.1, 3.1 

 The John Renshaw Drive/M15 option for the 
Bloomfield site is preferred over the New England 
Highway. 

2.1.2 

 Singleton Shire Council (SSC) 

 

SSC were provided with an opportunity to consult on 1 September 2021 via the NSW Major 
Project Portal with comments due 29 September.  
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A response was received from SSC on 10 January 2022. The following comments were 
provided;  
 
“I forwarded your management plan through to our traffic engineer for comment, and he has 
provided the below response.  
The only Singleton Council road affected is Rix's Creek Lane - the primary use of which is as an 
access road to the mine and to the rest area . There is an AUL and CHR in place at the 
intersection of New England Highway and Rix's Creek Lane. I do not have any concerns or 
comments regarding the EMS:021 - Rix’s Creek South -  Coalaceous Material Haulage 
Management Plan.” 
 
As Council have provided no comment on the Plan there is no further action required to 
address any concerns. A copy of the correspondence is contained in Appendix 1.  

1.6 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Prior to the commencement of haulage from the Preston Colliery all Curlewis landholders and 

tenants along the proposed haulage route will be sent a newsletter informing them of the 

proposed activities. The newsletter will contain information on the proposed remediation of 

the Preston Colliery Site, details of the proposed haulage and haulage route to be taken 

through Curlewis and expected duration of the campaign. Contact details for the Project will 

also be provided.  

The newsletter will also be placed at the General Store and the Commercial Hotel to inform 

the general Curlewis community about the project. 

Haulage from the Bloomfield Colliery will be by private roads directly to the New England 

Highway or John Renshaw Drive with no impact to privately owned residences around the 

Bloomfield site. 

 I M PL EM EN TAT I ON  

2.1 SITE LOCATIONS AND TRANSPORT ROUTES 

 Preston Colliery- Curlewis NSW 

The previous historic Preston Colliery is located approximately 2.4 km North West of the 
township of Curlewis NSW.  Access to the site is through the township, however the 
proposed route for coalaceous material haulage has been selected to minimise the 
disturbance to residents and excludes the main street, General Store and the Public School. 
 
From the Preston Colliery Site, coalaceous haulage trucks will travel along McCormack Lane, 
turning right onto Poole Street then turning left onto Henry Street. The unnamed road which 
parallels Henry Street to the North is not considered for use due to its gravel surface and 
excessive dust generation. From Henry Street the trucks will then turn right onto Railway 
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Street proceeding onto Seachs Way and onto the Kamilaroi Highway. Once on the Kamilaroi 
Highway the trucks will head south to the Rix’s Creek South Mine at Singleton NSW. 
 
Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW) have advised that the intersection in Curlewis at 

Railway and Goran Streets appears to be uncontrolled and extra care should be taken at this 

location. As noted in the drivers Code of Conduct (Appendix 3), drivers will be required to use 

extra caution while travelling through this intersection.  

 
The Kamilaroi Highway provides regional access to the site. (Figure 2). 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Proposed Coalaceous Haulage Route through Curlewis NSW noting house locations, 

school and commercial locations. 

 Bloomfield Colliery- Ashtonfield NSW 

 

The Bloomfield Colliery site is located approximately 2.5 km South West of the township of 
Ashtonfield, NSW.  Access to the site is directly from either the New England Highway or via 
Abel Colliery, from John Renshaw Drive (with approval from Yancoal).  
 
From the Bloomfield site, coalaceous haulage trucks will travel along private roads and exit to 
either John Renshaw Drive or the New England Highway and travel north to the Rix’s Creek 
South Mine.  Associated merge lanes are available using both site exits and given the 
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approved truck movements per day (maximum of 10 in accordance with SSD 6300 MOD 1 
Modification Report. James Bailey and Associates 2021), the increase in traffic volume is not 
expected to be noticeable 
 
Proposed site exits from the Bloomfield Colliery to arterial roads are shown in Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3. Proposed Coalaceous Haulage from the Bloomfield Site to either John Renshaw 

Drive or New England Highway. 

The John Renshaw Drive/M15 option for the Bloomfield site is preferred over the New 
England Highway which will address TfNSW preference to use this route, however the use 
will be dependent on gaining access to the private road and intersection from Yancoal. Prior 
to closure of the Bloomfield Colliery, Bloomfield will seek an access agreement with Yancoal 
to utilise the private road and John Renshaw intersection. 
 

 Rix’s Creek South Mine – Singleton NSW 

The Rix’s Creek South Mine is located approximately 4.2 kms North of the township of 

Singleton NSW. Access to the site is via Rixs Creek Lane from the New England Highway. 

Deliveries from either the Preston or Bloomfield Colliery will utilise the Rixs Creek Lane Access.  
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Coalaceous material may be delivered to site between the hours of 6:00 am till 6:00 pm and 

will be delivered to either the Run of Mine Stockpile or the “Contractors Pad” for interim 

storage prior to processing. Storage at the “Contractors Pad” will allow for deliveries to occur 

without interaction with large earthmoving equipment entering the Run of Mine Stockpile. 

Storage at the “Contractors Pad” will not exceed 5,000t at any time. Both the “Contractors 

Pad” and Run of Mine Stockpile are located within the mine (dirty / saline) water management 

system. (Figure 4). 

 
Figure 4. Access to Rix’s Creek Mine via Rixs Creek Lane for deliveries to either the Run of 

Mine Stockpile or the “Contractors Pad”.  

 



Document Title: Coalaceous Material t Management Plan – Rix’s Creek Mine Document Owner:   Chris Knight 

Prepared By: C Knight Print Date: 02/05/2023 Version No: 1.3 

Reviewed By: G Moore  
Review Frequency: 

See Cond E5  SSD 6300  
Issue Date: 02/05/2023 

Approved By: Chris Knight Page No: 14 of 52 

 

2.2 TRANSPORT LIMITATIONS AND REQUIRMENTS 

 

 Transport Limitations- All Sites  

The following transport limitations will apply to both source sites;  

 Transport of up to 10,000 tonnes per campaign  

 Approximately 10 deliveries of coal per day to RCS with each campaign running over a 
10 to 15 week period.  

 Up to three individual campaigns would be required: one for historic Preston Colliery 
which would occur around 2021-22; and up to two for Bloomfield Colliery as part of 
mine closure activities.  

Further transport limitations are required to be implemented to minimise potential conflict 
with school buses and stock movements under Sch.2 Cond. B78 (c) (iii). 
 
The proposed access through the township of Curlewis (Figure 2) does not interact with 
school zones. However to minimise school bus interaction, truck movements will be 
minimised through the township between 8:00am – 9:30am and 2:30 pm till 4:00pm on 
gazetted school days. 
 
No impact to stock movement is envisaged as part of the proposed haulage from either the 
Curlewis or Bloomfield sites. 
 
In accordance with Sch. 2 Condition B79 transport of coalaceous material as described in the 

Modification Report (MOD 1) will not commence until the Coalaceous Material Haulage 

Management Plan is approved by the Planning Secretary. Once approved this Management 

Plan will be implemented as required under Sch.2 Condition B80. 

 

 Traffic type 

 
Traffic types associated with project-related traffic will consist of heavy vehicles for the 

transport of coalaceous material with light vehicles generally used for transportation of staff 

into and out of the site. The types of heavy vehicles used for product transportation include: 

 Semi-trailers 

 Truck and dog combination including super and quad dog configurations. 

 Float for the mobilisation and demobilisation of earthmoving equipment such as Front 
End Loader, Excavator, Grader, Bulldozer or others as required. 

 Fuel deliveries for earthmoving equipment. 
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 Tr uc k  Dr i ver  C o d e  o f  C o n du c t  

 

3.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
Heavy vehicle drivers hauling from either the Curlewis or Bloomfield site must: 
 

 Complete the site induction 

 Hold a valid driver’s licence for the class of vehicle that they operate; 

 Operate the vehicle in a safe manner; 

 Adhere to the designated haulage route 

 All loads should be staggered to avoid queuing at intersections, in particular through 
Curlewis and Quirindi. 

 Comply with the reasonable direction of Bloomfield Group personnel; 

 Comply with the Road Transport Act 2013 and  NSW Road Rules as required; 

 Sign the Drivers Code of Conduct on first visit to site as part of the required site 
induction.  

 Comply with the Code of Conduct. 

 Comply with Heavy Vehicle National Law Requirements 

 Attend any toolbox talks or meetings as required by The Bloomfield Group 

 Adhere to the requirements of the Bloomfield’s Group Safety Health, Safety and 
Environmental Management Systems and Policies. 

 

3.2 HEAVY VEHICLE SPEED 

All Employees, Consultants, Contractors, Sub Contactors and visitors are required to comply 
with mandatory signage, speed restrictions, the Road Transport Act 2013 and NSW Road 
Rules as implemented. 
 
Vehicle speed on public roads is enforced by the NSW Police Service. Signposted speed limits 
are to be strictly complied with. 
 
 
Road vehicle drivers are to adhere to the following speed limits on-site: 
• Curlewis Township 50km/h 
• McCormack Lane and site roads 40 km/hr  
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During periods of excessive dust all vehicles must reduce speed to acceptable level to 
minimise dust generation.  If dust generation continues to be excessive the vehicle must stop 
and wait for a water cart. 
 
Drivers are to observe the posted speed limits, with speed adjusted appropriately to suit 
the road environment and prevailing weather conditions, to comply with the New South 
Wales Road Rules. The vehicle speed must be appropriate to ensure the safe movements 
of the vehicle based on the vehicle configuration. 

3.3 HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER FATIGUE 

 
Fatigue is one of the highest causes of crashes for heavy vehicle drivers. Fatigue can impact 
on driving ability, similar to the effect of drink driving and result in slower reaction times, lack 
of concentration, reduced vigilance / poor judgement and nodding off. Symptoms of fatigue 
include: 
• yawning, 
• sore or heavy eyes, 
• slower reaction times, 
• daydreaming / not concentrating on driving 
• driving speeds creeping 
• impatience 
• impaired driving performance 
• stiffness and cramps 
• loss of motivation 
 
The Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue Reform was developed by the National Transport 
Commission (NTC) and approved by Ministers from all States and Territories in February 
2007. These reforms have been carried over into the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) in 
February 2013. Fatigue legal obligations have four major sections under the HVNL: 
• chain of responsibility 
• work and rest hours 
• work diaries 
• fatigue management accreditation schemes  
 
The heavy vehicle driver fatigue law commenced in NSW on 28 September 2008 and applies 
to trucks and truck combinations over 12 tonne Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) (however there 
are Ministerial Exemption Notices that can apply). 
 
The HVNL specifies that: 
• a person must not drive a heavy vehicle on a road while impaired by fatigue 
• managing driver fatigue is a shared responsibility by all parties in the chain 
• parties must take all reasonable steps to ensure a person does not drive a heavy 
vehicle on a road while impaired by fatigue. 
 
Under the law, industry has the choice of operating under three fatigue management 
schemes: 
i) Standard Hours of Operation 
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ii) Basic Fatigue Management (BFM) 
iii) Advanced Fatigue Management (AFM) 
 
Heavy vehicle drivers should manage their fatigue by undertaking fatigue breaks at 
appropriate times as per the RMS guidelines. Fatigue breaks must be recorded by the heavy 
vehicle drivers and checked by management via their work diary to review if the correct 
procedure has been undertaken. If a heavy vehicle driver has not confirmed within the rules 
they will be placed on the Driver’s Code of Conduct Disciplinary Action Register (Section 4.2). 
 
All heavy vehicle drivers are to be aware of their adopted fatigue management scheme (if 
any), and operate within its requirements. 

3.4 HEAVY VEHICLE COMPRESSION BRAKING- 
EXHAUST BRAKES / JAKE (JACOB) BRAKES 

Compression braking by heavy vehicles is a source of irritation to the community, generating 
many complaints; especially at night when many residents are especially sensitive to noise. 
 
In some instances compression braking is required for safety reasons, however, when passing 
through or approaching residential areas a reduction in the speed of the vehicle is 
recommended to reduce the instances and severity of compression braking. 
 
No engine compression braking, exhaust braking or Jake brakes are to be used in or on the 
approach to the township of Curlewis or within the vicinity of any other town or residential 
area unless under emergency situations.  

3.5 HEAVY VEHICLE NOISE 

 
Proposed activities and transport from the Curlewis site is to occur during daylight hours 
only. 
 
Under the consent for the Bloomfield site (PA 07_0087) mining activities are approved 24 
Hours a day, 7 days a week. Transport of coalaceous material from the Bloomfield will 
targeted for delivery to RCS during daylight hours.  
 
Access to the sites is available whereby trucks should not need to queue in town or on 
highway or arterial roads.  
 
All heavy vehicle operators are aware that they should not queue within the township of 
Curlewis, in front of the McCormack residence or on any road which may impede the flow of 
residential traffic.  
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3.6 LOAD COVERING 

Loose material on the road surface has the potential to cause road crashes and vehicle 
damage. Uncovered loads represent the greatest risk to loose material on the road and an 
increase in dust impacts along haul routes. To prevent these issues all loaded vehicles must 
be covered. 
 
All trucks departing from the site are required to have an effective cover over their load for 
the duration of the trip. The load cover may be removed upon arrival at the Rix’s Creek South 
delivery site; truck covers must be auto operated from the cab. 
 
All care is to be taken to ensure that all loose debris from the vehicle body and wheels is 
removed prior to leaving the site. 

 
Drivers  must  ensure  that  when  travelling  to  and  from   

Preston Colliery or Bloomfield Colliery  that  the tailgate is locked. 

If grain locks are available they should be used. 

3.7 VEHICLE DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL 

Heavy vehicles travelling in close proximity on public roads can be hazardous to light vehicle 
drivers especially at roundabouts and when travelling in tandem, as well as increasing noise 
through or adjacent to residential areas. To alleviate public concern and increase road safety, 
heavy vehicles leaving the site should be separated by adequate intervals. 
All loads should be staggered to avoid queuing at intersections, in particular through Curlewis 
and Quirindi. 
 
Vehicle departure is controlled by the loader operator who will discuss load weights and 
distribution with the driver. Vehicles must not leave site overloaded or if it is suspected that 
axel weights may not be correct. In this circumstance the truck is permitted to tip off onsite 
and be reloaded. 

3.8 BREAKDOWNS AND INCIDENTS 

In the case of a breakdown the vehicle must be towed to the nearest breakdown point as 
soon as possible. All breakdowns must be reported to the RMS TMC (Transport Management 
Centre) on 131700 and the vehicle protected in accordance with the Heavy Vehicle Drivers 
handbook. 
 
To ensure that traffic impacts are minimised in the event of an incident, rapid response from 
the haulage contractor is required. In order to ensure rapid response to incidents drivers 
must contact the RMS TMC on 131700, their Transport Manager/Supervisor and the 
nominated Bloomfield Group Manager as soon as the stranded vehicle and load is safely 
secured. 
 
If there is a product spill while on public roads the driver must: 

 Immediately warn persons in the area who may be at risk; 
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 Inform other truck drivers and road users using UHF Channel 40; 

 Inform their Transport Manager/Supervisor if this occurs on public roads 
immediately so that emergency services can be contacted and a cleanup initiated; 

 Inform the Bloomfield Group Manager  

 All spills must be adequately cleaned up and waste disposed of in an acceptable and 
environmentally suitable manner; 

 Put out warning triangles where it is safe to do so. 

3.9 SAFETY CONCERNS 

Drivers are to ensure that when passing pedestrians / cyclists a safe separation distance 
exists between trucks and pedestrian / cyclists as well as a reduction in speed if appropriate. 
In regard to cyclists, all drivers must abide by the Minimum Passing Distance Rule, whereby a 
minimum separation distance of 1 metre is required when the speed limit is 60 km/h or less, 
and a minimum separation distance of 1.5 metres is required when the speed limit is more 
than 60 km/h. 
 
Drivers are to be safe, responsible and courteous within the community. Drivers are to take 
special consideration through the township of Curlewis and any other residential area. 
 
TfNSW has advised that the intersection in Curlewis at Railway and Goran Streets appears to 
be uncontrolled and extra care should be taken at this location. 

3.10 CONTACT NUMBERS 

 
Table 3:  Contact Numbers 
 

Contact Name Contact Number 
Emergency – Triple Zero 000 

NSW Police (Non Emergency) 131444 

RMS Transport Management Centre 131700 

Gunnedah Shire  Council (02) 6740 2100 

Liverpool Plains Shire Council (02) 6746 1755 

Upper Hunter Shire Council (02) 6540 1100 

Singleton Shire Council (02) 6578 7290 

NSW Police (02) 4247 3955 

Rix’s Creek Mine 24 Hour Contact Line (02) 4930 2665 
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 C OM P LI AN C E  M E AS U R E S  &  M ONI TO RI NG  

 

4.1    COALACEOUS MATERIAL HAULAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN & 
DRIVER CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
In accordance with Schedule 2, Condition E5 of SSD 6300, review of this Coalaceous Material Haulage 

Management Plan and Drivers Code of Conduct is to occur within three months of: 

(a) the submission of an incident report under condition E7;  

(b) the submission of an Annual Review under condition E9;  

(c) the submission of an Independent Environmental Audit under condition E10; or  

(d) the modification of the conditions of this consent (unless the conditions require otherwise),  

The Bloomfield Group must notify the Department in writing of any review being undertaken, and the 

revised document must be lodged to the Department within six weeks of review. 

4.2 COMPLIANCE MEASURES 

To assist in the orderly resolution of complaints Bloomfield management will keep a register itemising all 

reported incidents and complaints in regard to heavy vehicle driver conduct. 

The incident register is to include (where possible): 

 Date of the complaint; 

 Time of the complaint; 

 Name of the complainant (if available); 

 How the complaint was received 

 Detailed description of the complaint (including location, driver/heavy vehicle details); 

 What / when actions were taken to resolve the issue; and 

 The reply to the person / organisation that made the complaint. 
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An investigation of the complaint will be undertaken and be completed within 7 days of receiving the 

complaint. It is important to note that in some situations the nature of the complaint could require more 

than 7 days of investigation, if this occurs Bloomfield Management will notify the complainant with an 

update on the progress within 7 days of receiving the complaint. 

Immediately following the completion of the investigation, Bloomfield Management will provide feedback 

to the complainant that details the investigations undertaken, the result of the investigation and measures 

implemented to ensure that operations remain compliant. A description of any follow-up investigations 

and the response provided to the complainant will also be recorded in the Complaints Register upon 

closure of the issue. 

All complaints and incidents as well as changes to operations will be conveyed to drivers via toolbox 

meetings which will be held as required to allow up-to-date information to be provided to drivers and 

operators. 

In addition to the register, any breach of the Code of Conduct will result in the offending driver being 

placed on a Driver’s Code of Conduct Disciplinary Action Register. 

There are 3 stages to the process: 

1st Warning – Driver will be warned for the breach, entered into the register and re- inducted. 

2nd Warning – Driver will be warned for the breach, entered into the register, re-inducted and the 

company of the driver will be notified that a second breach of the site rules has occurred by the offending 

driver. The result of this second breach will result in the driver being banned from the site for a period to 

be determined by the Contractors management, in consultation with Bloomfield Group’s Contract 

manager, depending on the severity of the breach. 

3rd Warning – The Contracting company not utilise the driver for further haulage work for the remainder 

of the campaign. 

However, any act of gross misconduct will result in an immediate ban from site. 
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4.3 MONITORING MEASURES  

 
Bloomfield Group staff will undertake formal observations of compliance during haulage activities and will 

document and undertake any remedial actions with employees, contractors and subcontractors that may 

be necessary as a result of these observations.  

 

 B I B LI O G R AP H Y  

 

 Rix’s Creek South Continuation of Mining Project SSD 6300 (MOD 1) dated July 2021. 

 Rix’s Creek South SSD 6300 Modification 1- Modification Report 24 May 2021.  

 Heavy Vehicle Driver Handbook. Transport for New South Wales (2021). 
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CODE OF CONDUCT  

 

To all Truck Drivers Entering Preston Colliery- Curlewis NSW. 

 All heavy vehicle drivers are to observe the posted speed limits, with speed adjusted appropriately 
to suit the road environment and prevailing weather conditions, to comply with the NSW Road 
Rules & Heavy Vehicle National Law. The vehicle speed must be appropriate to ensure the safe 
movements of the vehicle based on the vehicle configuration. 

 The speed limit within the township of Curlewis is 50 km/hr until entry to the site where the speed 
limit reduces to 40 km/h.  

 On entering the Preston Colliery Site, trucks drivers must engage, using positive communication, 
with earthmoving equipment working on site. 

 Truck drivers are to remain in their cabins whilst being loaded. No children are permitted on site.  

 Whilst waiting to be loaded, if drivers exit their cabin they must be cautious of other vehicles 
moving on site. Drivers must be wearing adequate PPE such as high visibility clothing, long sleeve 
shirt and long pants, safety boots and a hard hat. 

 If undertaking a U-turn or reversing, drivers must use positive communication to advise others of 
their movements.  

 Due to space limitations around loading areas, trucks are expected to slow down to a speed which 
will ensure they are able to stop quickly if required. Visibility may be reduced around stockpiles, 
take extra care in these areas. 

 To alleviate public concern and increase road safety, heavy vehicles leaving the Preston Colliery 
site should be separated by at least 5 minute intervals whenever practicable. 

 All trucks departing from the Preston Colliery site are required to ensure that they are not 
overloaded and that correct axel weights are maintained during the journey. It is a requirement 
of the contract that a system to assess correct weights is provided on the truck and trailer/s. A 
loader with a calibrated loadrite unit or similar to assist in provision of correct axel weights may 
be utilised, however it is the responsibility of the truck operator to ensure compliance with Heavy 
Vehicle National Law. 

 All trucks departing from the Preston Colliery site are required to have an effective cover over 
their load for the duration of the trip to Rix’s Creek South Mine. Auto tarps are required and 
manual tarps will not be allowed. No driver is to climb into or onto the back of truck bodies or 
trailers. 

 All care is to be taken to ensure that all loose debris from the vehicle body, including gunnels, 
drawbar and wheels are removed prior to leaving the site. Drivers must ensure that following 
tipping at any time that the tailgate is locked before leaving the site. If grainlocks are available 
they should be used.  
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 Never drive with the body in a raised position. 

 All drivers are to show respect for neighbours in the local area. Take care around high pedestrian 
and traffic areas. Please give pedestrians a wide berth, be aware of their safety and other road 
users. 

 All heavy vehicle drivers operating out of the Preston Colliery site are to minimise the use of 
compression brakes, so as not to create excessive noise that could disturb local residents, where 
possible. Compression braking within or adjacent to residential areas should only be used if 
required for safety reasons. 

 All drivers while travelling through Curlewis will take extra care at all uncontrolled intersections 
and specifically at the intersection of Railway and Goran Streets. 

 Heavy vehicle drivers are to carefully plan their routes by undertaking the approved transport 
route and so that State and regional roads are given priority for route selection. 

 Be conscious of The Bloomfield Groups 5 to Stay Alive. 

 All heavy vehicle drivers operating out of the Preston Colliery site are to be aware of their Fatigue 
Management requirements.   By law, all drivers have a duty to not drive a fatigue-regulated heavy 
vehicle on a road while impaired by fatigue. 

 All drivers should be familiar with their Chain of Responsibility. 

 Failure to comply with the above will result in disciplinary action. 
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Declaration 

I, the undersigned, hereby agree to abide by The Bloomfield Group Truck Driver Code of Conduct 
under Sections 2.0 and 5. 0 of this Transport Management Plan for the transportation of 
coalaceous material from Preston Colliery Curlewis or Bloomfield Colliery Ashtonfield to Rix’s 
Creek South Mine at Singleton in a safe manner. I have read and understand the requirements 
outlined in the attached document and will, to the best of my ability, comply and assist with their 
implementation, requirements and ongoing administration. 

The subject document to which this declaration relates is attached as part of the overall document 
and signing of this declaration confirms that the signee has read and understood the entire 
document: 

 
 

TRUCK DRIVER 
 

Full Name:   
 
  

 
 

Organisation:   

 

  
 

Signature:   

 

  
 
 
 

 
Date: 
 

The Bloomfield Group  
 

 

Company Witness:   

 

  
 
 

 
Date: 
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