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RIXS CREEK NORTH & RIXS CREEK SOUTH 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 
MEETING: 01/06/2017 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson-    Councilor – Sarah Lukeman.  
 Community Representatives – Reg Eveleigh (RE), Patricia Bestic (PB) and Michelle 

Higgins (MH), Deidre Olofsson (DO), David Moran (DM).   
   

 Company Representatives –  Garry Bailey (GB), Luke Murray (LM), John 
Hindmarsh (JH), Chris Quinn (CQ) (Minutes). 

 
APOLOGIES: Lyn MacBain, Greg Hall. Company representative Hannah Bowe  
   
 
 
 Meeting commenced 10:05 am at Rixs Creek North board room.   
 
1 AGENDA  
 

• Councilor Sarah Lukeman chaired the meeting. 
 
 
2 PECUNIARY INTERESTS   
 

• Patricia Bestic - mentioned legal practise where she works had done work on 
property sales and for Aboriginal groups. 

• Michelle Higgins – mentioned physiotherapy practise had been awarded provider 
agreement with Company. 

• Sarah Lukeman – mentioned her husband was general manager of a mining 
operation in the valley. 

 
 
3 PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 

Minutes of meeting 20/09/16 Accepted. Moved Patricia Bestic, Seconded Reg Eveleigh. 
 
 
4 BUSINESS ARISING.   
 

Nil. 
 
 
5 PRESENTATION OF 2016 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW REPORT.  
 

OVERVIEW 
 

• Presentation of Annual Review Report for the period January to end December 2016 
for Rixs Creek North (RCN) and Rixs Creek South (RCS).  

• On the 18th December 2015 Glencore acquired of 100% of Integra Coal Operations 
in which The Bloomfield Group subsequently purchased, from Glencore, the previous 
Integra Open Cut Operations, CHPP, Train loading infrastructure and Rail Loop. 

• The Bloomfield Group have continued to run the Rix’s Creek site now known as “Rix’s 
Creek South” whilst operating the former Integra Open Cut operations known as 
“Rix’s Creek North”. 
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• Rix’s Creek North transitioned from Care & Maintenance to operational first part of 
2016. First Overburden was removed in April 2016. First coal in May 2016. Currently 
mining a much lower rate than the former owner’s (Integra).  

• Glencore retain ownership of the Integra Underground Mine and will continue to 
manage Integra Underground Mine in Care and Maintenance.  Operations 
recommence May 2017. 

Question:- Separation from the Rix’s Creek North Open Cut and Glencore’s Integra 
Underground operations.  
A part lease transfer of CL382 is currently being processed. And that generally land to 
the east of Glennies Creek, with the exception of the UG surface operations and land 
from Nobles Lane to the Northern Rail line, resides with the OC operations and land 
to the west of Glennies Creek resides with Integra UG operations. There is an 



Rix’s Creek Mine Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes – 1/6/2017 
 
 

 
3 of 29 
 

agreement is in place for RCN Coal Handling Preparation Plant (CHPP) to wash UG 
coal. Once ROM coal leaves the head rollers from the UG operations it will be the 
responsibility of Rix’s Creek Mine to manage the environmental aspects of 
transporting and washing the coal.  

Question:-  Is Rix’s Creek using any water allocation from Glennies Creek to wash the coal in 
the RCN CHPP.  
Mine water storage from D1 dirty water Dam will be used to wash the UG coal and 
that tailings will be deposited within the RCN Tailings Dam 2 emplacement area,  

 
SECTION 1 STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

 
• Rixs Creek North – Project Approval 08_102 Mod 6 had noncompliance with 

Schedule 3 Condition 33 – Surface Water Discharges during heavy rains in January 
2016 

• Rixs Creek South – Development Application 49/94 Mod 8 had noncompliance with 
Condition 15 – Off-site water release during heavy rains in January 2016. 

• RCS undertook Independent Environmental Audit report in line with  – Section 10 
 

CONSENTS, LEASES & LICENSES 
 

• EPL 3391 varied to cove retire site – 18th Dec 2015 
• Varied December 2016 – Real time air quality monitoring 
• Variation pending to update outdated conditions & include noise 
• RCN - Project Approval 08_102 Mod 6 
• Mod 4  - Biodiversity offset variation  
• Mod 5 – Run coal both ways – both approved - Feb 2016 
• Separate opencut & underground consents.  - Sept 2016 
• RCS - Development Application 49/94 
• Mod 7 - enable coal mined at each site to be processed and handled at the other site  

- Feb 2016 
• Mod 8 – ROM coal to be stockpiled on 2 satellite pads – reduce congestion on ROM 

pad at CHPP. - Dec 2016 
 

OPERATIONS SUMMARY 
 

• Rix’s Creek North PA08_0102 Production Summary 
RCN coal washed at RCS CHPP in 2016 

 
Material  Approved limit  Previous 

Reporting Period This Reporting 
Period Next Reporting 

Period 
Waste Rock / 
Overburden N/A 0 BCM 4.825m BCM  8.090m BCM 
ROM Coal / Ore 4.5 Million Tonne 

per annum 
(western OC) 

0t 915,010 t 1,969,335 t 

Coarse reject / 
Fine reject 
(Tailings) 

N/A 0t 
  0 t* 968,894 t  

Saleable product N/A 0t 462,393 t  1.011mt 
 

• Rix’s Creek South DA49/94 Production Summary 
*Combined tailings from RCN and RCS operations  
 

Material  Approved limit  Previous 
Reporting Period This Reporting 

Period Next Reporting 
Period 

Waste Rock / 
Overburden 16.1 Million BCM 

total material 
movement as per 

13.364m BCM 13.534m BCM 13.4m BCM 
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DA 49/94 Mod 6 
ROM Coal / Ore N/A 2.847m t 2.662m t 2.7m t 
Total Material 
Movement on Site 
– Overbruden + 
Coal 

16.1 Million BCM 
total material 
movement as per 
DA 49/94 Mod 6 

14.503m BCM 15.132m BCM 14.48. BCM 

Coarse reject / 
Fine reject 
(Tailings) 

N/A 1.341m t  1.732m t * 1.2m t 

Saleable product N/A 1.505m t 1.377 t 1.5m t 
 
 

• Rix’s Creek North and Rix’s Creek South operations will be operating as a complex 
not individual sites.  

 
WASTE VOLUMES 
 

Total for year 2016 
• Waste Oil  63,000 l 
• Waste Metal       123.2 t 
• General Waste       112.5 t 
• Paper/Cardboard        11.4 t 
• Oil Filters         10.5 T 

 
 

SECTION 6 ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 
 

WEATHER 
 

 
 

• 2016 Rainfall 705.75 mm Average 698 mm 
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NOISE 
 

• Proposed to change monitoring in line with current recommended best practise. 
o Compliance monitoring - Monthly attended monitoring was undertaken by an 

independent noise consultant  
o Nightly noise monitoring by Rix’s Creek personnel to manage offsite 

operational noise levels.  
• No exceedances occurred as per the project specific noise criteria. 

o Mine noise was audible on several occasions.  
• 38 noise complaints - 6 noise enquiries received - operational noise.  

o 33 complaints from 2 residents in Maison Dieu and McDougalls Hill 
 

RIX’S CREEK NOISE MONITORING CRITERIA 
 
 

NMP ID EA Ref. 
(ICO/RCM) 

1
 

Rix’s Creek North Rixs Creek South 

    L
Aeq,15minute

 
dB 

L
A1,1minute

 
dB 

L
Aeq,15minute

 
dB 

L
A1,1minute

 
dB 

NM01 132/171 38 48 40 48 

NM02 91/NA 40 47 40 47 
1
 

NM03 47/NA 39 45 NA NA 
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NM04 19/12 37 49 42 48 

NM05 11/8 41 47 42 48 

NM06 145/19 36 48 42 47 

NM07 NA/61 NA NA 42 45 

NM08 NA/152 NA NA 40 47 

NM09 NA/121 NA NA 40 47 

NM10 NA/135 NA NA 40 47 

 
Notes:  1. Criterion set as for Rixs Creek North in the absence of data in the EIS; and 

2. NA indicates criteria not applicable at that location, as it was not included in the 
relevant EA, EIS or Project Approval. 
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NOISE MONITOIRNG LOCATIONS 
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PREDICTIVE NIOSE MODEL OUTPUTS 

 

 
 
 

• JH provided an overview of operational noise management which included updates to 
the predicitive noise model. JH explained how the noise model has been modelled in 
reverse to determine where where noise contributors may be positioned within the 
OC operations. The Red highlighted areas within precitive model simulate heavy 
equipment locations that could contribute to noise enhacement offsite. JH said that 
this additional tool helps operations make more informed decisions on where the 
likely noise contributors are positioned.  

• MH said that a nearby resident spoke to her while she was conducting shopping and 
discussed Rix’s Creek mines noise for an extended period of time.  

Question:-  Do we have real time monitors around the mine?  
Site personnel that conduct noise monitoring at areas that show enhancement on the 
predictive noise model. Every night that Rix’s Creek are operational a person is out 
conducting noise monitoring at the various noise monitoring locations. Due to the 
complex noise environment that includes the New England Highway, the Northern 
Rail Line and populated areas that surround the mine, having a stationary noise 
monitor that cant filter out mine noise from other noise contributors. Having a person 
out in the community at night conducting noise monitoring and reporting the noise 
levels back to the shift supervisor is Rix’s Creek method for managing noise.  

• There is a trigger action response plan (TARP) in place that is followed in case 
elevated noise samples from operations are recorded. Once the noise sampler 
identifies an elevated noise reading, this information is communicated to the Shift 
Supervisor so operational changes can be made to reduce noise. Also, if there is a 
complaint, having a person during the night conducting noise monitoring provides the 
flexibility for a noise sample to be taken near the complainant’s residence to 
determine if noise levels are within compliance.  

• Out of the 38 noise complaints received during the 2016 reporting period, 33 
complaints were registered from 2 residences.  

Question:-  Why Rix’s Creek Mine was singling out two residences as believed this was 
unfair? 
In the Maison Dieu area the majority of residences are privately owned and that if only 
two residences are contributing to majority of the noise complaints that the vast 
majority of private residences may not be impacted by operational noise. JH said that 
hypothetically if 38 noise complaints were received from different residences within 
the Maison Dieu locality then this would trigger Rix’s Creek to investigate further.  
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Question:-  Singling out two residences shouldn’t of been included in the 2016 Annual; 
Review? 

• Two CCC members didn’t have any objections with reporting that two residences 
from the Maison Dieu location contributed to the majority of the noise complaints for 
the 2016 period because it was a factual statement and not designed to intent ally 
single out any repeat complainants.  
 

 
BLASTING 

 
• 153 production blasts initiated into overburden during 2016.  

o 108 were located in the West pit 
o 45 were located in the Camberwell Pit.  

 
• Of the 153 blasts the fume ratings recorded were as follows:- 

 
Rating   A B C 

0 100 - - - 

1 - 45 1 - 

2 - 5 2 - 

3 - - - - 

4 - - - - 

5 - - - - 
 

• 9 complaints were received by the Company relating 7 blasts 
o 60 blasts cancelled or rescheduled due to unfavourable weather conditions 

• Predictive Model for Blast Fume and Dust 
Question:-  If the blasts were filmed that are fired at Rix’s Creek?  

Rix’s film the blast and record the blast until the dust cloud dissipates. 
• The fume management plan which involves rating fume on colour and dispersion.  

The fume prediction tool explained and that based on the fume prediction, gas 
monitors are set out determine the gas contribution of the blast for every shot.  
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AIR QUALITY 
 

• Previous monitoring requirements 
o 30 Dust Deposition – no gauges exceeded annual average of 4 g/m2/month. 
o 3 Total Suspended Particulate samplers 
o 3 PM10 samplers 

 
• Real-Time Monitoring upstream and downstream of the operation  

o 3 TEOM units - RCN 
o 2 DustTrak units RCS 
o UHAQMN – Singleton NW & Camberwell. 
o 2 Deposition Gauges 

 
• 5 complaints were received in relation to air quality during the 2016 reporting period.  
• An EPL variation was approved in consultation with EPA to monitor upstream and 

downstream dust contributions from Rix’s Creek Mine. Real time dust monitors have 
been relocated to better determine the dust contribution from Rix’s Creek Mine.  
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WEEDS & PESTS 
 

• Weed Spraying conducted throughout the year 
o Number of species including wild olive & Acacia saligna 

• Wild Dog baiting program conducted during May 2016 
o 31 ground baits laid 

• Population control of Kangaroos conducted 2nd half of year 
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o Commercial harvesting of meat 

 
•  

SECTION 7 WATER MANAGEMENT 
 
SURFACE WATER 

 
• Both sites undertake monthly analysis of water sampling sites. 

o RCN Water Balance Increased 1,278 ML 
o RCS  Water Balance Increased 249 ML 



Rix’s Creek Mine Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes – 1/6/2017 
 
 

 
14 of 29 
 

• RCS undertook full-suite water analysis during June 2016 with RCN undertaken 
second half of 2016.  

• All sites had results similar to previous years with the only stand out results seen 
in February 2016 at the Maison Dieu and Blackwattle Creek sites: 

• Two water incidents occurred during the period – 
• January 2016. - 141.5 mm over a 72 hour period 
• 5 sediment containment dams  overtopped (three at RCS and two at RCN)  
• All site sediment dams -reviewed & cleaned / increased in capacity as necessary.  
• The incident report is provided in Appendix 6 of the report. 
• 1 inquiry received 11th January 2016 from Camberwell - potential release of 

water into Glennies Creek on 29th December 2015 from RCN.  
• Inspection of the site -no evidence of any water being released from the site.  

 

Static Water Balance Rix’s Creek North 2016 

Water Stream 2016 (ML) 

Inputs  

Imported Fresh Water  0 

Imported Potable 10 

Groundwater & Spoil  Seepage To Portal 511 

Groundwater Seepage To Open Cuts 100 

Underground Dewatering 0 

Rainfall Runoff – Into Dirty Water System 2,165 

Recycled to CHPP from Tails & Storage (not included in total) 0 

Water from ROM Coal 0 

Total Inputs 2,783 

Outputs  

Groundwater Seepage Out 0 

Dust Suppression – Water Carts 145 

Exported to Other Mines – Dirty Water 0 

Evaporation Fans & Sprays (Operated Jan – Oct) 0 

Evaporation - Mine Water & Tailings Dams 1,350 

Entrained in Process Waste 0 

Water in Product Coal 0 

Potable Usage 10 

Total Outputs 1,505 

Estimated Change in Pit Storage (increased) 1,278 
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Static Water Balance Rix’s Creek South (2016) 
 

Water Stream 2016 
(ML) 

Inputs  

Imported Fresh Water   

Imported Potable 10 

Groundwater Seepage To Open Cuts 47 

Underground Dewatering 0 

Rainfall Runoff – Into Dirty Water System 1,749 

Recycled to CHPP from Tails & Storage (not included in total) (646) 

Water from ROM Coal 187 

Total Inputs 1,919 

Outputs  

Groundwater Seepage Out 0 

Dust Suppression – Water Carts 611 

Exported to Other Mines – Dirty Water 0 

Evaporation Fans & Sprays  0 

Evaporation - Mine Water & Tailings Dams 427 

Entrained in Process Waste 572 

Water in Product Coal 124 

Potable Usage 10 

Total Outputs 1,744 

Estimated Change in Pit Storage (increased) 249 
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GROUNDWATER 
 

• RCN monitor – 29 bores 
• RCS monitor – 8 bores  
• RCN  

o Around Falbrook pit – no response to alluvial groundwater levels outside 
normal variation 

o Camberwell pit – GCP28     2 m in May 2016 but shown signs of recovery 
in December 2016, others showed no unusual variation 

• RCS 
• Groundwater levels maintained consistent since monitoring commenced in 2010 

 
RCN GROUNDWATER 

 

 
 
Falbrood Open Cut Alluvium Water Levels 
 

 
 
Glennies Creek Alluvium Water Levels 
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Falbrook Open Cut Basement Water Levels 
 

 
 
Camberwell Open Cut Basement Water Levels 
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RCS GROUNDWATER 
 

 
 
 

SECTION 8 REHABILITATION 
 

• RCN – 18.7 ha Cumulative Total –  391.9 ha 30.3 ha behind MOP total 
 

 
Falbrook Pit – Stoney Creek Road batter rehabilitation facing west 

 
• RCS - 27 ha  Cumulative Total – 423.1 ha 22.9 ha ahead of MOP total 
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Arties Pit – pin dump batter (visible from New England Highway) and RL140 dump –  

tree seeded areas 
 

• Total 45.7 ha rehabilitation sown to pasture completed June,  
• 7 ha of tree seed completed in April,  
• 5270 tubestock planted - 1000 reeds planted during June following good rainfall. 
• Approximately 6 km of clean water drains installed on rehabilitation areas during April.  

 
• RCS has met MOP target for 2016 of 423.1ha cumulative (22.9 ha ahead)  
• RCN 18.7 ha - cumulative hectares 391.9 ha being 30.3 ha behind MOP target. 

 

 
Arties Pit dump facing north-west – photo taken while spreading topsoil over subsoil 
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Question:-  What was the final land use classification of the Rehabilitated land? 
The final land use classification was Class 4 and Class 5. The final land use form has 
a combination of derived grasses and established native tree corridors within the Rix’s 
Creek site.  
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SECTION 9 COMMUNITY 
 

• CCC meetings 
• Integra - February 2016 – Final meeting 
• At that meeting it was decided to disband the Integra CCC with members with an 

interest in the opencut operation to combine with the Rix’s Creek CCC and members 
with an interest in the underground to combine with the Mt Owen CCC. 

 
• RCS – Committee members joined - 10/5/2016, 22/9/2016 

Chairperson:-   Councillor Val Scott 
Community representatives:- Patricia Bestic 

     Reg Eveleigh  
     Michelle Higgins 

Integra members:-  Lyn McBain,  
     Deidre Olofsson,  
     Greg Hall; and  
     David Moran. 

New Chairperson:-  Councillor Sarah Lukeman 
 

COMPLAINTS 
 

2016 Complaints 

 Noise Dust Water Lights Odour Total 
 38 5 0 1 0 53 
 

Complaint made to company via: Total: 

Email Hotline phone    DPE EPA   
1 10 34 5 3 53 
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SECTION 10 INDEPENDENT AUDIT OF RCS RESULTS 
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 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 GB explained that there is a modification proposed for the Rix’s Creek South consent and 
Rix’s Creek North consent. The first part of the modification will propose the placement of overburden 
from Rix’s Creek South operations to Rix’s Creek North operations. Currently the consent only allows 
ROM Coal to be transported between sites. The second requirement for the modification is to propose 
an exploration schedule at the western extent of the Camberwell Pit to better determine the coal 
resource within the area. An archaeological survey as well as a Flora and Fauna survey will be 
conducted on the area to determine the impact prior to exploration commencing. 
 
RCS continuation project was discussed, with process update. EIS includes new air quality modelling 
requirements released by EPA in January 2017. 
 
New England Highway now stable after cracks appeared in 2012. Final fix including drainage yet to 
be agreed between RMS and insurance company. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING.  
 
  A meeting date of Thursday the 19th October at 9am is proposed at the Rix’s Creek North 
Board room. A site inspection will be undertaken of the Rix’s Creek mine during the meeting.  
 
 Meeting Closed 1:01pm.   
 


