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APPENDIX 1:  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY COVERAGE DATABASE 
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APPENDIX 2:  ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SITE DATABASE 
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APPENDIX 3:  ABORIGINAL HERITAGE LITHIC ITEM DATABASE 
 

Item 
# 

Site 
# 

Locus Artefact 
# 

Colour Stone 
Material 

Lithic Item Type Size 
Class 

Cortex 
Amount 

(%) 

Cortex 
Type 

Comments 

1 B2 A 1 grey/red silcrete flake - longitudinal 4       
2 B16 A 1 yellow silcrete flake 4     2 scars 
3 B18 A 1 grey silcrete flake - longitudinal 2       
4 B18 A 2 grey silcrete flake 3     2 metres south on track from B18 #A1 
5 B18 B 1 red silcrete microblade - proximal 3       
6 B18 B 2 brown tuff flake 6 5 tab 1 m from B18 #B1; large bulb, primary 

flake 
7 B18 B 3 grey tuff flake - medial 3     6 m from B18 #B2, on track 
8 B18 C 1 grey tuff flake 2       
9 B18 D 1 brown acid volcanic flake 4 30 ww   

10 B18 D 2 brown tuff flake 3 10 ww 5 m south of B18 #D1 in grass 
11 B18 D 3 grey/pink silcrete flake - longitudinal 5 10 ww south east of B18 #D2 in grass; shattered 

flake on impact; partial ring crack remains 
12 B18 D 4 grey  silcrete flake 3       
13 B18 D 5 brown tuff core fragment 4     1 scar, 1 platform; next to B18 #D4 on track
14 B18 D 6 grey silcrete flake - distal 4     1 m south of B19 #D5 on track 
15 B18 D 7 pink silcrete lithic fragment 4     6 m south of B18 #D6, clearing adjacent to 

track 
16 B18 D 8 grey silcrete flake - proximal 3     7 m south of B18 #D7 clearing east of track
17 B18 E 1 red/brown tuff flake 3 10 ww pebble cortex 
18 B18 F 1 grey silcrete flake 2       
19 B19 A 1 brown tuff flake 3       
20 B19 A 2 grey/red silcrete flake 5       
21 B19 A 3 grey silcrete lithic fragment 3       
22 B19 B 1 brown tuff flake 5       
23 B19 C 1 brown tuff flake 4       
24 B19 C 2 brown tuff flake 3     15 m south east of B19 #C1 
25 B19 C 3 brown tuff flake - longitudinal 4     10 m south east of B19 #C2 
26 B19 D 1 red silcrete flake 6     primary flake 
27 B19 D 2 red/brown tuff core fragment 5 5 terr whole cortex 
28 B19 D 3 grey quartzite flake 2       
29 B19 E 1 brown tuff flake 3     found on dozer push 
30 B19 E 2 pink silcrete lithic fragment 4     60 m west of B19 #E1 
31 B19 E 3 red silcrete flake 2     33 m west of B19 E2 
32 B19 F 1 cream tuff flake 3       
33 B19 G 1 cream tuff flake - longitudinal 2       
34 B19 G 2 cream tuff flake 2       
35 B19 H 1 orange silcrete core 5     2 scars, 2 platforms 
36 B19 H 2 red silcrete flake 5       
37 B20 A 1 red silcrete flake - longitudinal 3       
38 B20 A 2 red silcrete lithic fragment 5       
39 B20 A 3 grey tuff retouched flake 3     minor backing, retouch near butt, 10mm; tip 

snapped 
40 B20 A 4 pink silcrete flake 3       
41 B20 B 1 red silcrete core 4     5 scars, 2 platforms, possible microblade 

core 
42 B20 B 2 brown silcrete flake 3     next to B20 #B1 
43 B20 B 3 red silcrete core 5     1 scar, 1 platform; heat affected 
44 B20 B 4 grey tuff core fragment 4     white patination 
45 B20 B 5 grey silcrete flake - longitudinal 3       
46 B20 B 6 cream tuff retouched piece 3     brown cortex; 5 small flake removals along 

a margin 
47 B20 B 7 orange silcrete flake 3       
48 B20 B 8 grey/pink silcrete lithic fragment 2       
49 B20 B 9 grey tuff core 5     2 scars, 1 platform 
50 B20 B 10 orange silcrete flake 4     on cleared area, 5 m west of stockpiles 
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Item 
# 

Site 
# 

Locus Artefact 
# 

Colour Stone 
Material 

Lithic Item Type Size 
Class 

Cortex 
Amount 

(%) 

Cortex 
Type 

Comments 

51 B20 B 11 pink silcrete flake - medial 4     on cleared area 
52 B22 A 1 grey silcrete core 4     2 scars, 1 platform 
53 B22 A 2 grey silcrete flake - distal 2       
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APPENDIX 4:  PLATES 
 

 
 
Plate 1:   View southwest of totally modified open-cut workshop area, with negligible heritage 

potential. 
 

 
 
Plate 2:  Commencement of haul road in the S-Cut, which leads to the wash plant. 
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Plate 3:  View south and west across the S-Cut and southwest portion of study area. 
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Plate 4: Panorama west to north across southwestern corner of study area to main ridge crest 

north of the S-Cut (tree line generally denotes western boundary of study area).   
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Plate 5:  View north across Creek Cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 6:  View east over site B2/A to first order drainage depression (survey area B3).  

Site Locus B2/A 
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Plate 7:  View west over survey area B16 (moderate drainage depression) and site locus B16/A.

  
 

 
 
Plate 8:  View south-southwest over site locus B18/A and survey area B18 (gentle drainage 

depression).  

Site Locus B16/A 

Site Locus B18/A 
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Plate 9:   View northeast from locus B18/D to site loci B18/B and B18/C (S-Cut in rear of 

photo).  Inset is artefact #2 from locus B18/B (tuff flake, maximum length 6cm). 
 
 

 
 
Plate 10:  View northeast over site locus B18/D.    

Site Locus B18/C Site Locus B18/B 
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Plate 11:  View southeast over site locus B18/E. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 12:  View north over site locus B18/F. 

Site Locus B18/E 
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Plate 13:  View northeast over site locus B19/A. 
 
 

  
 
Plate 14:  View east over site locus B19/B and cleared/graded strip leading to the S-Cut (rear). 
 

Site Locus B19/B 
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Plate 15:  View over site locus B19/D on broad gentle spur crest. 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 16:  View northwest and west over site locus B20/B on gentle spur crest, survey area 

B21 (gentle drainage depression) and site locus B19/E on broad gentle spur crest. 
 

Site Locus B20/B 

Survey Area B21 

Site Locus B19/E 
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Plate 17:   View west over site locus B19/F on broad gentle spur crest, to drainage depression 

(survey area B24) and southwestern corner of study area (at edge of forest). 
 
 

 
 
Plate 18:  Site locus B19/G on broad gentle spur crest. 
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Plate 19:  View northwest over site locus B19/H on broad gentle spur crest. 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 20:  View northwest across site B20 loci A and B. 
 

Site Locus B20/B 

Site Locus B20/A 
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Plate 21: View southwest across site locus B22/A on gentle spur crest. 
 
 

Site Locus B22/A 
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APPENDIX 5: ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation Database: 
 

Date Person 
Contacted 

Organisation How 
Contacted 

Contacted By Organisation Description 

9/5/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

9/5/07 Joe Woodward Exec. Director 
Operations, DECC 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

9/5/07 Megan 
Mebberson 

Office of the Registrar, 
Aboriginal Land Rights 
Act 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

9/5/07 General Manager Cessnock City Council Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

9/5/07 CEO NSW Native Title 
Services 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

14/5/07 General Public - Advertisement P. Kuskie SEA Advertisement placed in Public 
Notices section of Maitland 
Mercury calling for interested 
Aboriginal persons/groups to 
register an interest in the project. 

14/5/07 P. Kuskie SEA Fax Rick Griffiths Mindaribba 
LALC 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 

14/5/07 P. Kuskie SEA Letter Brendon 
Diacono 

DECC North 
East Zone 

Responded to SEA request of 
9/5/07 by advising that 26 
Aboriginal groups and/or 
individuals in addition to the 
relevant LALC's should be 
contacted. 

21/5/07 Manager Awabakal Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Awabakal Descendants 
Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Aboriginal Native Title 
Elders Consultants 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Barkuma 
Neighbourhood Centre 
Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Black Creek Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Darrel Matthews 
Heritage & Culture 
Consultants 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Giwiirr Consultants Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Hunter Valley 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Hunter Valley Cultural 
Consultants 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Jimmy Woodger Jimmy Woodger Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Lower Hunter Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Lower Wonnaruah 
Tribal Consultancy Pty 
Ltd 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 
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Date Person 
Contacted 

Organisation How 
Contacted 

Contacted By Organisation Description 

21/5/07 Manager Mimagen Wajaar Pty 
Ltd 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Mur-Roo-Ma Inc Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager St Clair Singleton 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wonnaruah Elders 
Council 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Valley Culture Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wanaruah Custodians Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wattaka Wonnarua C.C. 
Service 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wonnarua Culture 
Heritage 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wonnarua Nations 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Wonnarua Tribal 
Council Incorporated/ 
Wonnaruah Elders 
Council 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Yamuloong Group 
Initiatives Ltd 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Yarrawalk Enterprises Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

21/5/07 Manager Yarnteen Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official request to notify of 
Aboriginal stakeholders/register 
interest as per DECC policy 

28/5/07 P. Kuskie SEA Email Scott Franks Aboriginal and 
Historic 
Archaeological 
Solutions 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 

28/5/07 P. Kuskie SEA Fax Gordon 
Griffiths 

Wonnarua 
Culture Heritage 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 

31/5/07 P. Kuskie SEA Email Shane Frost Awabakal 
Descendants 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 

1/6/07 P. Kuskie SEA Letter Megan 
Mebberson 

Office of the 
Registrar, 
Aboriginal 
Land Rights 
Act 

Responded to SEA request of 
9/5/06 by advising that there are no 
Registered Aboriginal Owners for 
this area. 

1/6/07 P. Kuskie SEA Letter Kerry Brauer Awabakal 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 

6/6/07 P. Kuskie SEA Telephone Ann Hickey Barkuma 
Neighbourhood 
Centre Inc 

Ann left message to say wanted to 
register an interest, despite being 
past required date, and would fax 
registration immediately. 

14/6/07 P. Kuskie SEA Letter Lea-Anne Ball Lower Hunter 
Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Registered interest in the 
assessment. 
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Date Person 
Contacted 

Organisation How 
Contacted 

Contacted By Organisation Description 

14/6/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Ann Hickey Barkuma Neighbourhood 
Centre Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Kerry Brauer Awabakal Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Shane Frost Awabakal Descendants 
Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Scott Franks Aboriginal and Historic 
Archaeological Solutions 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Gordon Griffiths Wonnarua Culture 
Heritage 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 

14/6/07 Lea-Anne Ball Lower Hunter Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Official notification of and request 
for comment on proposed 
investigation methodology as per 
DECC policy and provision of 
Bloomfield's Selection Criteria for 
completion with supporting 
documentation (eg. insurance) for 
those registrants wishing to be 
considered for participation in paid 
field inspections. 
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Date Person 
Contacted 

Organisation How 
Contacted 

Contacted By Organisation Description 

18/6/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Fax Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba 
LALC 

Sent response to selection criteria 
and indicated satisfaction with 
proposed survey methodology, 
apart from noting that procedures 
relating to the identification of 
skeletal material were not covered. 

25/6/07 P. Kuskie SEA Letter Kerry Brauer Awabakal 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Responded to methodology and 
selection criteria by stating that the 
methodology appears 
comprehensive.  Noted Awabakal 
spiritual connection with the land 
and that the project area is within 
Awabakal cultural boundaries.   

9/7/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Fax Gordon 
Griffiths 

Wonnarua 
Culture Heritage 

Sent response to selection criteria 
and indicated satisfaction with 
proposed survey methodology. 

9/7/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Fax Lea-Anne Ball Lower Hunter 
Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Sent response to selection criteria. 

10/7/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Telephone Arthur Fletcher  Arthur has only just found out 
about project, requested that we 
send relevant information. 

10/7/07 Arthur Fletcher Wonn 1 Sites Officer Fax P. Kuskie SEA As per request, faxed Arthur 
proposed investigation 
methodology and Bloomfield's 
Selection Criteria. 

16/7/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Fax Arthur Fletcher Wonn 1 Sites 
Officer 

Sent response to selection criteria 
and methodology, outside of 
required time-frame and without 
earlier registration of interest. 

16/7/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Meeting John Richards Bloomfield Discussed project, arranged LALC 
involvement in survey. 

17/7/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Telephone Peter Kuskie SEA Discussed project, arranged LALC 
involvement in survey. 

17/7/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Email Peter Kuskie SEA Confirmed survey arrangements. 

18/7/07 Peter Kuskie SEA Email Scott Franks Aboriginal and 
Historic 
Archaeological 
Solutions 

Enquired re start date of fieldwork. 

30/7/07 Jason Brown, 
Guy Patten 

Mindaribba LALC Fieldwork Peter Kuskie, 
Caroline 
Ingram 

SEA Field survey of Bloomfield 
Extension area. 

31/7/07 Jason Brown, 
Guy Patten 

Mindaribba LALC Fieldwork Peter Kuskie, 
Caroline 
Ingram 

SEA Field survey of Bloomfield 
Extension area. 

1/8/07 Steven Talbot, 
Kelly Griffiths 

Mindaribba LALC Fieldwork Peter Kuskie, 
Caroline 
Ingram 

SEA Field survey of Bloomfield 
Extension area. 

2/8/07 Steven Talbot, 
Kelly Griffiths 

Mindaribba LALC Fieldwork Peter Kuskie, 
Caroline 
Ingram 

SEA Field survey of Bloomfield 
Extension area. 

2/8/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Meeting Peter Kuskie SEA Discussed survey results. 

23/11/07 Steve Dunn Bloomfield Colliery Fax Lea-Anne Ball Lower Hunter 
Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Lea-Anne expressed displeasure at 
not being involved in the field 
survey and not having received a 
draft report to provide comment on.  
Lea-Anne noted significance of the 
area to Wonnarua people and 
requested the opportunity to 
conduct a field survey of the area 
and develop a management plan for 
the artefacts found.  Lea-Anne 
noted that until this occurs her 
organisation would oppose any s90 
application. 

18/12/07 Rick Griffiths, 
Coordinator 

Mindaribba LALC Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 
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Date Person 
Contacted 

Organisation How 
Contacted 

Contacted By Organisation Description 

18/12/07 Arthur Fletcher Wonn 1 Sites Officer Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Shane Frost Awabakal Descendants 
Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Kerry Brauer Awabakal Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Ann Hickey Barkuma Neighbourhood 
Centre Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Scott Franks Aboriginal and Historic 
Archaeological Solutions 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Gordon Griffiths Wonnarua Culture 
Heritage 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

18/12/07 Lea-Anne Ball Lower Hunter Wonnarua 
Council Inc 

Letter P. Kuskie SEA Sent copy of draft report with 
request for comment by 14 January 
2008. 

14/1/08 Peter Kuskie SEA Email Rick Griffiths Mindaribba 
LALC 

Asked for time extension for 
response, only just received report.   

14/1/08 Rick Griffiths Mindaribba LALC Email Peter Kuskie SEA Time extension granted.   
18/1/08 Peter Kuskie SEA Telephone Kerry Brauer Awabakal 

Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Enquired re draft report and asked 
for one week time extension to 
provide comment.  Extension 
granted. 

20/1/08 Peter Kuskie SEA Letter Kerry Brauer Awabakal 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Commented on draft report.  
Recognised comprehensive nature 
of assessment but expressed 
concern that sites may not have 
been located during the time 
allocated for the survey and may 
still occur within the area.  
Expressed desire for final say in 
relocation and storage of any 
artefacts retrieved and 
recommended should further 
objects be identified, work should 
cease until an assessment and 
salvage is undertaken.  
Recommended reference to 
Threlkeld and disputed Tindale's 
assessment of tribal boundaries.  
Asserted that the Aboriginal Land 
Rights Amendment Bill 2006 
specifies that persons with a 
cultural association with the land 
within the area of the LALC 
concerned must be consulted. 

29/1/08 Peter Kuskie SEA Letter Rick Griffiths Mindaribba 
LALC 

Commented on draft report.  
Indicated satisfaction with report 
and survey procedures.  Endorsed 
recommendations of report and 
requested that scope be provided to 
review and amend the management 
plan where necessary, ongoing 
consultation occurs with the LALC 
and plant operators and staff are 
inducted with respect to cultural 
heritage. 
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Relevant Correspondence: 
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Via email 28 May 2007. 
Scott Franks 

Aboriginal and Historic Archaeological Solutions 
(A subsidiary of Yarrawalk Enterprises) 

Po Box 906  
Muswellbrook  

NSW 2333 
P: 02 46773536 
F: 02 46772096 

M: 0422 175 839 
E: yarrawalk@optusnet.com.au 

 
28 May 2007 
  
Peter j Kuskie 
24 Bamford street 
Hughes 
ACT 2605 
. 
  
  
Dear Peter, 
  
Please be advised that AHAS is seeking to be involved in the Open Cut Coal mining operations at 
Bloomfield Collierys as adviced in your letter dated the 21st may 2007. 
  
please find following AHAS's Statement of Capabilities for your information, i am at this stage 
having a graphic designer put together some promotional packages the one i have are set out for 
the hunter valley. let me know if this information will do if you require any further information do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
  
  
yours Scott.  
 
 

Statement of Capabilities 
 
 
Aboriginal and Historic Archaeological Solutions (AHAS), a subsidiary of Yarrawalk Enterprises, 
would like to offer an Aboriginal community liaison and facilitation service during cultural heritage 
assessments. currently we undertake a very similar process of Aboriginal consultation and 
facilitation in conjunction with a number of Environmental services providers for a wide range of 
mining companies and developers in the Hunter Valley with some success.  
 
Through this recent experience of Aboriginal consultation and management in the Hunter Valley, 
we have well developed organisational skills, knowledge of the relevant stakeholders (both 
Aboriginal and the Department of Environment and Conservation), and report writing abilities. In 
addition, to ensure a professional service, we engage sub-consultants for technical expertise 
beyond our internal abilities. Furthermore, AHAS has a broad range of insurances to undertake 
this form of work including workers compensation, public liability and professional indemnity.  
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Through close ties with a number of archaeological and heritage professionals, AHAS can offer a 
complete package in relation to assessing, facilitating, managing and mitigation of Aboriginal and 
historic heritage issues during development and environmental planning. Recent examples of this 
approach, and our partnerships, can be viewed in our projects below. We are familiar with the 
required planning and assessment approval requirements in relation to heritage, as well as having 
ongoing knowledge and relationships with many of the State Government personnel involved in 
heritage regulation.  
 
AHAS, better known as Yarrawalk, is one of the key Aboriginal organisations in the Hunter Valley, 
we have clear evidence of our relevance to the Valley through Native Title Services genealogy, we 
are a community based organisation, a registered Aboriginal corporation, and a benefactor to the 
local community (such as our substantial donations to Muswellbrook Hospital and Muswellbrook 
High School). 
 
In relation to our experience, we have extensive knowledge of both Aboriginal communities and 
developers in the Greater Sydney Region and Hunter Valley, having practised cultural heritage 
management for over 10 years we have also established working relationship with earth moving 
company’s and fencing contractors.  
 
 
Recent projects that we have project managed (including sub-consultant engagement; 
stakeholder, State government and client liaison; invoicing; fieldwork; meetings; reporting) and 
undertaken include:  

 

•            United Collieries Pty Limited, Section 90 Application for Proposed Haul Road on United’s 
Warkworth Lease, NSW, 2006 

•            Yore Contractors Pty Limited, Aboriginal heritage assessment for proposed residential 
redevelopment, Rowes, Muswellbrook, NSW, 2006 

•            Yore Contractors Pty Limited, Geomorphological assessment of Woodlands Ridge, 
Muswellbrook, NSW, 2006 

•            Cragg, Braye and Thornton Solicitors, Aboriginal heritage assessment of Lookout Estate, 
Singleton, NSW, 2006.  
 
Other projects that we have been involved in as a fieldworker or site’s officer include:  
 

•            Macquarie Generation, Antiene, NSW – Aboriginal Assessment and subsequent Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan of a proposed rail unloader.  

•            Coal and Allied, Bulga, NSW – Aboriginal survey, excavation and salvage for proposed West pit 
extension.  

•            Connell Wagner, Lochinvar, NSW – Aboriginal assessment and artefact collection of proposed 
sewage system.  

•            Coal and Allied, Warkworth, NSW – Aboriginal assessment, excavation and collection of a 
proposed mine extension. 

•            Coal and Allied, Mt Thorley, NSW - Aboriginal assessment, excavation and collection of a 
proposed mine extension and rail unloader.  

•            BHP Billiton, Mt Arthur, NSW - Aboriginal survey, excavation and collection of a proposed mine 
extension. 
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•            Xtrata Plc, Beltana, NSW – Ongoing Aboriginal management program for impact of Beltana mine 
on the surrounding landscape.  

•            Sydney Gas, Bulga to Broke – Aboriginal assessment of 300 well locations across the Hunter 
Valley.  

•            Bickam Mine  

•            Centennial Coal Co. Ltd., Anvil Hill, NSW – Aboriginal assessment of proposed open cut mine.  

•            Macquarie Generation, Ravensworth, NSW – Aboriginal survey and excavations of proposed rail 
unloader.  

•            Department of Defence, Dochra, NSW – Aboriginal assessment of proposed air field extension.  

•            NewPac Coal Mine, Singleton, NSW – Aboriginal assessment, excavation and salvage of 
proposed overburden extension. 

•            Coal and Allied, Liddell, NSW – Aboriginal assessment and salvage of proposed open cut 
extension. 

•             
Hence, AHAS has the capacity, capabilities and contacts to supervise and manage Aboriginal 
community consultation and facilitate projects, as well as offer and project manage heritage issues 
should they be required.  
 
For clarification or further information, please contact me on 0422 175 839 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Franks  
Managing Director - AHAS                  
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Lower Hunter Wonnarua Council Incorporated 
142 Northcote Street, Kurri Kurri NSW 2327 

Ph: 0418626377  Fax: 0249372425 
ABN: 14 937 663 303 

 
 
 
14/06/2007 
 

RE: INDIGENOUS CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT  
Bloomfield Mining Extention 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Lower Hunter Wonnarua Council would like to register our interests for the above mentioned 
assessment.  
 
As the Traditional Owners and Registered Native Title claimants for this area we are traditionally 
the only people in this area that has any rights to speak for this country.  We have been conducting 
Archaeological work in our country for the past 14 years, we have been involved in investigations 
from Blackhill to Murrurundi and out as far as Sandy Hollow.  All our employee’s are Aboriginal and 
are experienced in field work. 
 
The above mentioned area is a sensitive area to the Wonnarua people due to its spiritual and 
physical significance. 
 
If further information or clarification is needed I can be contacted on the number above or you can 
contact Thomas Miller on 49372694 or 0402636521. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
Lea-Anne Ball (Miller) 
Lower Hunter Wonnarua Council Inc. 
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